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New Senior Leadership Announced for EMEA/APAC and Americas

HARTSVLLE, S.C., Nov. 10, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Sonoco Products Company (“Sonoco” or the “Company”) (NYSE:

SON), a global leader in high-value sustainable packaging, today announced it is consolidating its Metal Packaging and Rigid Paper

Containers businesses under one structure based on two geographies – Consumer Packaging EMEA/APAC and the Americas. 
 

 

“Our Consumer Packaging segment will be one can business representing steel, aluminum and paper cans, closures and

components,” said Howard Coker, President and Chief Executive Officer. “This new structure will create a much simpler and more

efficient operating model that will also allow our teams to be agnostic about the substrates we offer to our customers. I truly believe

this integrated structure – driven geographically – will lead to further innovation, collaboration and growth opportunities.” 
 

 

Coker also announced new senior leadership for Consumer Packaging EMEA/APAC and the Americas.

Seán Cairns has been named President, Consumer Packaging, EMEA/APAC. In this new position, Cairns will be responsible for all

Metal Packaging and Rigid Paper Containers operations for EMEA and APAC regions, reporting directly to Coker.

Ernest Haynes has been named President, Consumer Packaging, Americas. In this new position, Haynes will be responsible for all

Metal Packaging and Rigid Paper Packaging operations for North and South America, reporting directly to Coker.

Cairns previously served as President of Global Rigid Paper Containers, overseeing operations across North and South America,

Europe and Asia since April 2022. He has been instrumental in driving growth, innovation and sustainability since joining the

Company in 2008.
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With more than 30 years in packaging, Cairns’ expertise is rooted in a strong technical foundation as a former Merchant Marine.

Prior to joining Sonoco, he worked for Crown’s Metal Packaging EMEA business for 13 years where he held positions ranging from

Factory Manager to Business Unit Director. He holds a Mechanical Engineering degree from the University of Wales College,

Cardiff, an Executive MBA from Manchester Business School and is a Fellow of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers.

Haynes was previously President of Sonoco Metal Packaging NA, one of North America’s leading manufacturers of steel tinplate

food and aerosol cans, closures and components. He assumed the role in 2022 following the acquisition of Ball Metalpack and

under his leadership has significantly grown the business’ profitability and capability.
 

 

Since joining Sonoco in 1997, Haynes has held numerous leadership roles across both the Company’s Consumer and Industrial

segments. From 2018, he served as Division Vice President and General Manager of Rigid Paper Containers North America. Prior

to that, he was Division Vice President of Operations for Tubes and Cores, U.S./Canada. He also chaired Sonoco’s Corporate

Quality Council, reflecting his deep commitment to operational excellence and quality throughout the organization. 
 

 

Haynes is passionate about fostering a culture of innovation and ensuring world-class manufacturing, quality and technical service

for brands worldwide. He places significant importance on community impact through service and currently serves as a director on

the Clemson University Foundation Board. He is also a life member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Haynes is a graduate of the

Wharton School’s Executive General Management Program and holds a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering from Clemson

University.

With these changes, Rodger Fuller will continue as Sonoco’s Chief Operating Officer, and step back from his temporary role as

Interim CEO of Metal Packaging EMEA. Fuller will continue to support the EMEA integration and leadership transition while working

with key customers in his capacity as Chief Operating Officer.

“I want to personally thank Rodger for stepping into the Interim CEO role for Metal Packaging EMEA this summer following the

sudden passing of Tomas Lopez,” Coker said. “His stabilizing leadership has been invaluable and has placed us on strong footing to

implement the next steps in our business transformation.”

These changes do not involve Sonoco’s Industrial Paper Packaging segment which continues to be led by James Harrell,

President. The transition of Consumer Packaging segment change will conclude in the first quarter of 2026.

About Sonoco 
 

Founded in 1899, Sonoco (NYSE: SON) is a global leader in value-added, sustainable metal and fiber consumer and industrial

packaging. The Company is now a multi-billion-dollar enterprise with approximately 22,500 employees working in 270 operations in

40 countries, serving some of the world’s best-known brands. Guided by our purpose of Better Packaging. Better Life., we strive to

foster a culture of innovation, collaboration and excellence to provide solutions that better serve all our stakeholders and support a

more sustainable future. Sonoco was proudly named one of America’s Most Responsible Companies by Newsweek. For more
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information on the Company, visit our website at www.sonoco.com.

Forward-Looking Statements

Certain statements made in this communication are forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities

Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Words such as “allow,” “believe,” “committed,” “continue,” “lead to,” “footing,” “future,” “next,”

“opportunity,” “strive,” “will” or the negative thereof and similar expressions identify forward-looking statements.

Forward-looking statements in this communication include, but are not limited to, the expected benefits of Sonoco’s new operating

structure, including innovation, collaboration and growth opportunities; expectations regarding the Company’s business

transformation; and the Company’s ability to serve stakeholders and support a more sustainable future. These forward-looking

statements are made based on current expectations, estimates and projections about the Company’s industry, management’s

beliefs and certain assumptions made by management. Such information includes, without limitation, discussions as to guidance

and other estimates, perceived opportunities, expectations, beliefs, plans, strategies, goals and objectives concerning the

Company’s future financial and operating performance. These statements are not guarantees of future performance and are subject

to certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions that are difficult to predict.

Therefore, actual results may differ materially from those expressed or forecasted in such forward-looking statements. Risks and

uncertainties include, among other things, risks related to the Company’s ability to execute on its strategy, including with respect to

portfolio simplification, organizational streamlining, and capital investments, and achieve the benefits it expects therefrom, and the

other risks, uncertainties and assumptions discussed in the Company’s filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission,

including its most recent reports on Forms 10-K and 10-Q, particularly under the heading “Risk Factors”. Except as required by

applicable law, the Company undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise forward-looking statements, whether as a result

of new information, future events or otherwise. In light of these risks, uncertainties and assumptions, the forward-looking events

discussed herein might not occur.

Contact: 
 

Roger Schrum 
 

843-339-6018                                 
 

roger.schrum@sonoco.com

Photos accompanying this announcement are available at:

https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/d06723de-9997-4bd0-8206-a06a0eaa4c09

https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/865c55cf-93bb-4ed8-8042-18ca69eda423
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https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=R1nwsYTGrknV7xu_QTvTttH5HFWrIgrH-wNTeyupF6xqnqXmUSYqIYfrwRepw0ntqH4fsq8g5RPvoz3TPEVYkw==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=zfB81KlMGDTP-IFz8GJfBLk3hVB-T5qFzQpFJfPm4HYH4tSNJXRfMvPAE6T-0vb_aEsdrbAyfx9SUo8SH8k7_W7ghXvIVGQvBUo3z-sZp_4Loy2tlMVwz2akSCmKmeTd
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=xWQFIYfHF4QbTQ6tg78PK4Ot83hBk9qw_Lb5cY2naW8UA-Pojd7nCuNDqiR8ZuvDpFATwC4jdrXI-c11yC5Lvm3QQ1i8ZKYTCilGT5JEA_JufgrXlcxzj2qjIaqN5wJTg3tov0ABd2kDs0k-KopcETyjC_5j9fpR3ge3pl9wmcSIYBgoGWmwuuZr0eqdsAMzpLlGWvbpSXoDdKzHfdR9XWHZWAYlkh8_sjlU7IbmpeCeu8c12f06ofZDvbU7-aRDF21odmkQTN-ZlSyya13lhA==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=xWQFIYfHF4QbTQ6tg78PK4Ot83hBk9qw_Lb5cY2naW8UA-Pojd7nCuNDqiR8ZuvDzx3s9F_FOUDCgKzTlJSl0DAyvNPSEcOEKHRTYffJt3iB1StjNN5t1YzFRNV1EfZspfroJpI2hZRU02TYt6sibYe6GjyPOMU_zCASeGnryZIHQ5IXvCQE_qZkYnCs5GMUbKzWt5HuVkmZ2-HdvemhLZPiG49MHIR6S2t7HEuGG7e74tLO_64ZGQ7RNQtxBRtGtrmoeICD8MWmaVIgzB9FoA==


Seán Cairns

President, Consumer Packaging, EMEA/APAC

Ernest Haynes

President, Consumer Packaging, Americas

 

Source: Sonoco Products Company
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