Sonoco Recycling Investsin Ondow County Recycling
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Company completes $2 million in upgradesto County facility

HARTSVILLE, S.C., Sept. 20, 2012 /PRNewswire/ -- Sonoco Recycling, LLC, aunit of Sonoco (NY SE: SON) and one of

the largest packaging recyclersin North America, has completed $2 million in upgrades at the Onslow County, N.C., materials
recovery facility (MRF), allowing the facility to process a higher volume of recyclables.

(Logo: http://photos.prnewswire.com/prnh/20120403/CL80773L0OGO )

"Onslow County is one of the premier coastal counties of North Carolina and environmental stewardship has always been of the
utmost importance,”" said Scott Bost, solid waste director, Onsdlow County. "With that in mind, we are extremely pleased to
partner with Sonoco Recycling to provide long-term recycling capabilities to the citizens of the Onslow County area. Sonoco
Recycling's expertise and many years of experience in the recycling industry will continue to move the County forward with
efficient and sustainable waste management for Onslow County."

Ray Howard, general manager, Sonoco Recycling, agrees. "In the year that we've been here, we've found the Onslow community
to be very progressive in the areas of sustainability and recycling. We are excited to provide them with expanded recycling
capabilities and help the County continue to move forward in these areas.”

Howard continued, "In addition to new equipment, the Company also added an education room, and has been providing toursto
approximately three classes of students per week. Currently, the tours are open to students of all ages, including first grade
through high school seniors.”

A recycling leader with locations and expertise worldwide, Sonoco Recycling annually collects more than 3 million tons of old
corrugated containers, various grades of paper, metals and plastics. In addition, the Company has experts who provide secure,
reliable and innovative recycling solutions to residential and commercial customers.

Currently, Sonoco Recycling operates six MRFs and serves more than 125 communities in which curbside-collected residential
and commercial materials are processed. The Company also provides recycling programs which identify waste reduction
opportunities that reduce operating expenses for many of the largest consumer product companiesin the U.S.

About Sonoco

Founded in 1899, Sonoco is a global provider of avariety of consumer packaging, industrial products, protective packaging, and
displays and packaging supply chain services. With annualized net sales of approximately $4.5 billion, the Company has more than
19,600 employees working in 349 operations in 34 countries, serving some of the world's best known brands in some 85 nations.
Sonoco is a proud member of the 2011/2012 Dow Jones Sustainability World Index. For more information on the Company, visit
our website at http://www.sonoco.con.
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