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The Company's Winston Salem facility achieves silver-tier award status 

HARTSVILLE, S.C., April 24, 2012 /PRNewswire/ -- Sonoco Recycling, LLC, a unit of Sonoco (NYSE: SON) and one of the 
largest packaging recyclers in North America, today announced that Sonoco CorrFlex's Winston Salem,  N.C., facility has 
received a silver-tier Sonoco Sustainability Star Award for diverting a minimum of 95 percent of its waste to landfill. 

(Logo: https://photos.prnewswire.com/prn/20120403/CL80773LOGO) 

In 2008, employees at the North Carolina facility established Team Green, aimed at cutting landfill waste in half and implementing 
a plant-wide recycling program. All plant waste streams were audited and evaluated for potential opportunities, using reduction, 
reuse and recycling to determine the best solution for landfill diversion, including changing landfill pick-up to an on-call basis. 
 Additionally, Team Green focused on controlling utility and water usage through assessment and reduction activities, and began 
diverting salvageable metal to recycling outlets instead of storing or landfilling it. 

Recycling containers were placed in all common areas, and employees were encouraged to bring in their recyclables from home 
as well. The team even set up an employee recycling fund, paid out once yearly, where all funds collected from recycling of plastic 
cans, aluminum bottles, office paper and plastic bags are divided evenly between all employees.  

"The Winston Salem group has shown a real dedication towards reducing waste to landfill and increasing recycling," said Ray 
Howard, general manager, Sonoco Recycling. "Currently, they're recycling approximately 98 percent of their materials and we 
applaud them for their efforts." 

Duncan Sullivan, Sustainability and Special Projects, said, "Our facility is the second Sonoco CorrFlex location to win a Star 
award. While it's been very rewarding for the team to see our facility reach silver-tier status, our York, Pa., facility went landfill-
free last year, and we're working to join them by the end of 2012." 

As a result of these initiatives, Team Green was invited to partner with one of the facility's largest customers, PepsiCo's Frito-Lay 
business, in ongoing Resource Conservation activity, and was recognized at its global sustainability summit for creating a best-in-
class culture for RECON performance. 

Created to recognize customer and Sonoco facilities for achieving significant milestones in landfill diversion and waste stream 
reduction, the program is composed of three tiers: 

● Gold Star Awards, which recognize facilities that have achieved 99 percent landfill diversion;  
● Silver Star Recognition, which is awarded to facilities achieving 95 percent landfill diversion; and  
● Bronze Awards, which recognize facilities that have made significant waste reduction achievements.  

Learn more about our Sonoco Sustainability Star Award program at 
http://www.sonoco.com/productsservices/sonocorecyclinginc/sustainabilitystarawards.aspx. 

A recycling leader with 50 locations and expertise worldwide, Sonoco Recycling annually collects approximately 3 million tons of 
old corrugated containers, various grades of paper, metals and plastics. In addition, the Company has experts who provide 
secure, reliable and innovative recycling solutions to residential and commercial customers. Currently, Sonoco Recycling operates 
six material recovery facilities (MRFs) and serves nearly 150 communities in which curbside-collected residential and commercial 
materials are processed. The Company also provides recycling programs which identify waste reduction opportunities that reduce 
operating expenses for many of the largest consumer product companies in the U.S. 

About PepsiCo 

PepsiCo is a global food and beverage leader with net revenues of more than $65 billion and a product portfolio that includes 22 
brands that generate more than $1 billion each in annual retail sales. Our main businesses – Quaker, Tropicana, Gatorade, Frito-
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Lay and Pepsi-Cola – make hundreds of enjoyable foods and beverages that are loved throughout the world. PepsiCo's people 
are united by our unique commitment to sustainable growth by investing in a healthier future for people and our planet, which we 
believe also means a more successful future for PepsiCo. We call this commitment Performance with Purpose: PepsiCo's promise 
to provide a wide range of foods and beverages for local tastes; to find innovative ways to minimize our impact on the 
environment by conserving energy and water and reducing packaging volume; to provide a great workplace for our associates; 
and to respect, support and invest in the local communities where we operate. For more information, please visit 
http://www.pepsico.com/. 

About Sonoco 

Founded in 1899, Sonoco is a global provider of a variety of consumer packaging, industrial products, protective packaging and 
packaging supply chain services. With annualized net sales of approximately $4.5 billion, the Company has more than 19,600 
employees working in 349 operations in 34 countries, serving some of the world's best known brands in some 85 nations. Sonoco 
is a proud member of the 2011/2012 Dow Jones Sustainability World Index. For more information on the Company, visit our 
website at http://www.sonoco.com/. 
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