Sonoco I ncreases Donation to American Red Cross
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$15,000 to Assist in Alabama Tornadoes Recovery; $10,000 for Pee Dee Chapter Fire Response
Company Has Contributed $85,000 to Global Disaster Relief in 2011

HARTSVILLE, S.C., May 09, 2011 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- Sonoco (NY SE: SON), one of the largest diversified global
packaging companies, is contributing an additional $25,000 to the America Red Cross to fund relief and recovery efforts following
storms that devastated dozens of Alabama communities on April 27 and to support efforts by the Pee Dee Chapter of the
American Red Cross in South Carolinato respond to fires that have impacted nearly 400 residents during 2011.

"There has been a tremendous amount of tragedy throughout the Southeast United States by storms and fires. Sonoco was lucky
that our nailed wood/plywood reel operations in Hartselle, Alabama, were not significantly impacted by the April 27 storms, but
some of our employees and their families and friends were impacted,” said Jack Sanders, president and Chief Operating Officer.

"The Pee Dee Chapter of the Red Cross has responded to 114 fires, helping nearly 320 local residents. In addition, they played a
crucia role during the February 14 fertilizer plant fire in Hartsville, opening a shelter which provided temporary housing and meals
for nearly 75 residents. In addition, the chapter has responded to stormsin Columbia, S.C., Raleigh, N.C. and Alabama. The Red
Crossis aways there for those in need and we are increasing our funding to provide additional assistance," added Sanders.

Earlier in 2011 Sonoco provided $10,000 to support emergency response following an earthquake in Christchurch, New
Zealand, and $50,000 for relief and recovery efforts following the devastating Japanese earthquake and tsunami.

About Sonoco

Sonoco, founded in 1899, is a $4.1 hillion global manufacturer of consumer and industrial packaging products and provider of
packaging services, with more than 300 operations in 34 countries serving customers in some 85 nations. The Company isa
proud member of the Dow Jones Sustainability World Index. For more information on Sonoco, visit our website at
WWW.SONOCO.Com.

Print-ready photo of Jack Sanders: www.box.net/files#/files/0/f/77735840/1/f 686516630
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