
Sonoco to Close Two U.S. Composite Can Plants

December 6, 2002

HARTSVILLE, S.C., Dec. 6 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Sonoco (NYSE: SON), the world's largest manufacturer of composite cans, will close two of its
can plants, one in Denison, Texas, and one in Masillon, Ohio, and consolidate those operations into other facilities, it was announced today by Charles
L. Sullivan, senior vice president, Consumer Packaging.

(Photo: http://www.newscom.com/cgi-bin/prnh/19991006/SNCLOGO )

The Denison facility employs 41 personnel. The Masillon facility employs 50 personnel. Some employees will be offered transfers within Sonoco, and
outplacement assistance will be provided to all others. The plants are expected to close in early Spring 2003.

The Denison plant is a dedicated facility serving General Mills with composite cans for its refrigerated dough products, operated by Sonoco since
1987. Sonoco will continue to supply General Mills from other existing locations. General Mills announced earlier this week the early 2003 closure of
its refrigerated dough operations in Denison.

Customers previously served by the Masillon plant will now be served from Sonoco's other existing locations. Sonoco has operated the Masillon facility
since 1999.

"Closing a plant is never easy. We truly appreciate the outstanding service rendered by the employees at these locations and the support of their
respective communities. However, as market conditions change for our customers, this action is necessary to maintain an appropriate cost structure
and continue providing our customers with the highest level of quality, service and innovation," stated Sullivan.

Sonoco, founded in 1899, is a $2.6 billion manufacturer of industrial and consumer products and provider of packaging services, with approximately
300 operations in 32 countries serving customers in some 85 nations. For more information on the Company, visit our Web site at
http://www.sonoco.com.

MAKE YOUR OPINION COUNT - Click Here http://tbutton.prnewswire.com/prn/11690X37167407

SOURCE Sonoco
 

http://alliance.marketwatch.com/custom/alliance/interactivechart.asp?symb=SON&astyle=0,0,0,0,0,0,0,10,0,0&c=179&urlpull=&logourl=&post=0
http://www.newscom.com/cgi-bin/prnh/19991006/SNCLOGO
http://www.sonoco.com/
http://tbutton.prnewswire.com/prn/11690X37167407

