
NEWS RELEASE

Stratus Launches First Virtualized Industrial Platform
to Address Growing Need for Compute at the
Network Edge

2018-02-12

New zero-touch edge server addresses demand for smart, self-monitoring edge computing in industrial

environments

 

MAYNARD, Mass. and ORLANDO, Fla., — February 12, 2018 — Stratus Technologies, a global leader in continuous

availability solutions for mission-critical applications, today unveiled the new Stratus ztC Edge™ at the ARC Industry

Forum, taking place Feb. 12-15 in Orlando, Florida. The �rst product of Stratus’ recently announced edge vision and

direction, ztC Edge is a zero-touch, fully virtualized and self-protecting computing platform, speci�cally designed for

industrial edge environments. With built-in remote management and user-installable in less than an hour, ztC Edge

signi�cantly reduces the IT burden for virtualized computing at the edge. Its self-protecting and self-monitoring

features help reduce unplanned downtime and ensure availability of business-critical industrial applications.

The in�ux of data from connected devices is driving the need for – and growth of – new edge computing

infrastructure. According to research from IDC, revenue of edge computing infrastructure will reach $3.4bn in 2021,

growing at a CAGR of 22 percent, with Internet of Things (IoT) and IT/OT convergence driving most of this

opportunity*. With this growth comes the need for easier ways to ensure the availability of applications that run

critical operations at the edge and collect and process this data. In fact, in a recent market report by ARC Advisory

Group, more than 90 percent of those surveyed indicated that as edge computing grows, organizations will need a

simpli�ed edge infrastructure that can be remotely managed. ztC Edge, with its built-in virtualization, self-protecting

capabilities, and managed services, provides a versatile industrial platform for running business-critical industrial

applications quickly and reliably outside of the data center in environments such as the manufacturing plant �oor.
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http://www.stratus.com/


Highlights and Key Features:

Key features of Stratus ztC Edge include:

Built-in virtualization for up to three virtual machines (VM), each running di�erent industrial control or

IoT applications;

Automated application and data recovery;

Automated site recovery;

Rugged, hot-swappable nodes that can be wall- or DIN rail-mounted; and,

Cloud-based health monitoring and built-in remote management services.

Status ztC Edge comes equipped with an installation wizard and management utility that makes it easy for

operational technology (OT) sta� to set up, con�gure and manage their virtual machines, thus requiring little

or no resources from corporate IT. Furthermore, ztC Edge’s virtualization host software can be updated

dynamically, while the system is running, without requiring a system reboot.
 

Stratus ztC Edge is comprised of redundant nodes that act as a single system. With live migration of VMs, data

replication, and redundant networking, it instantly provides protection for applications and data. The system

continually monitors itself, evaluating its health and performance. If ztC Edge detects a potential central

processing unit (CPU) or memory failure in one node, it proactively moves VMs from one node to the other

ensuring application continuity.

Stratus also o�ers cloud-based system health monitoring and management services, which ensure that

applications on a customer’s ztC Edge systems are always running, with minimal customer e�ort. ztC Edge can

be con�gured to continually monitor and send system-generated logs to Stratus over a secure network.

Stratus will analyze logs, triage alerts, and predict failures to address potential issues before they occur.

Depending on the service level chosen by the customer, Stratus will initiate corrective action (including the

shipment of a spare part), conduct a thorough root cause analysis, or prepare a failure prevention plan.

Stratus ztC Edge is the �rst product of Stratus’ recently announced edge vision and direction. Future products

in the ztC Edge family will include additional services, such as security, and full-stack monitoring and

protection. ztC Edge will be generally available within the next 90 days. Business partners and customers will

be able to place orders in March 2018.
 

Quotes:

Dave Laurello, CEO, Stratus

“Our customers and partners are telling us that industrial organizations desperately want to reduce complexity at
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the plant level – also known as the network’s edge. Process engineers and operational technology (OT) experts we

work with are laser focused on the productivity and e�ciency of their operations. They don’t have the bandwidth to

install and manage cumbersome enterprise computing technology retooled for these environments,” said Dave

Laurello, CEO Stratus. “OT wants a zero-touch product that is built from the ground-up for their environments, one

they can easily install and rely on without fail. With ztC Edge, we’re now delivering exactly what these customers

want – a self-contained system that protects important data, keeps applications up and running, o�ers predictive

servicing and secure connectivity. And, we are delivering these results without the management and maintenance

burden.”

Ashish Nadkarni, Program Director of Computing Platforms, IDC

“The exponential growth in the connected device landscape will have a profound impact on the infrastructure that

powers it,” said Ashish Nadkarni, Program Director of Computing Platforms, IDC. “Unlike the typical data silos

created by previous IT evolutions, the intelligent edge will see a rise in more �exible, zero-touch systems that are

fully automated to handle sophisticated workloads at the edge. With the introduction of the new ztC Edge, Stratus

has �rmly established itself among the ranks of top vendors architecting these converged edge systems. The

advantage Stratus brings is its zero-touch, fully automated system that can run independent or in conjunction with

a data center rack — rugged enough for OT, but friendly enough for IT.”

Tom Schiller, President & CEO, FacilityConneX

FacilityConneX, a provider of intelligent monitoring systems, delivers energy savings and operational e�ciency to its

customers through asset monitoring, fault detection/diagnostics, and advanced predictive analytics. As an early

user of ztC Edge, FacilityConneX deploys the server as part of a project with Doosan Fuel Cells of America. According

to FacilityConneX CEO, Tom Schiller, “Stratus ztC Edge gives us a reliable and robust server to connect to the

FacilityConneX Cloud Platform where we are monitoring Doosan’s fuel cells around the world. It provides us with a

versatile platform to run our GE Digital iFIX and Historian Software, acting as HMI/SCADA as well as data collection

and IIoT server. And, as we further develop our edge analytics, ztC Edge will give us a robust and powerful solution

for data analytics at the edge.”

Additional Resources:

Review the “Life on the Industrial Edge” infographic

Read the ARC Market Report, “Is IIoT Living on the Edge in Industrial Environments?”

Learn more about ztC Edge

Read “The Action is out at the Edge” blog post
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https://www.stratus.com/en-us/lp/ia/mgi/life-on-the-industrial-edge-inforgraphic/
https://www.stratus.com/arc-report
https://www.stratus.com/solutions/platforms/ztc-edge
https://blog.stratus.com/


About Stratus Technologies

Stratus takes the complexity out of keeping business critical applications running 24/7. Stratus’ technologies

proactively prevent instances of unplanned downtime both in the data center and at the edge, and our services

ensure any issues are addressed before customers need to. Global Fortune 500 companies and small medium sized

businesses in a wide range of industries across the globe have been relying on Stratus for operationally simple,

continuous availability for more than 35 years. For more information, please visit www.stratus.com or follow on

Twitter @StratusAlwaysOn.

* Source:  IDC: Worldwide Internet of Things Infrastructure Forecast 2017-2021; Doc. # US42999017; August 2017
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