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PulteGroup Breaks Ground on Mortgage-Free Home for U.S. Army Veteran in Southwest Florida 

The Company’s Built to Honor program celebrates its 10th year of providing mortgage-free homes to 

deserving veterans 

 

Lakewood Ranch, Florida – March 21, 2023 – In its 10th year of providing mortgage-free homes to 
deserving veterans, national homebuilder PulteGroup has broken ground on a new home for U.S. Army 
Sergeant First Class Lucio Gaytan. Awarded through its Built to Honor® program, the Gaytan family will 
join Pulte’s Sapphire Point at Lakewood Ranch community when the home is complete later this year. 
 
“It is a privilege for our team to build this home and express our gratitude to SFC Gaytan for his 22 years 

of service for our country,” said Josh Graeve, president of PulteGroup’s Southwest Florida Division. “The 

Lakewood Ranch community is the perfect place for the Gaytan family to call home, and we are so 

excited for the many happy memories they will create there together.” 

The Gaytan family was escorted to the site of their new home by Patriot Guard riders, surrounded by 
friendly faces lining the streets with welcoming cheers at the groundbreaking ceremony. Their new 
single-story 2,200+ square foot single-family home is being built with features to accommodate SFC 
Gaytan’s needs. The home will be ready this summer for the family to move in and join the vibrant 
Lakewood Ranch community. 
 
“We are thrilled to welcome the Gaytan family to Lakewood Ranch,” said Laura Cole, senior vice 
president at Lakewood Ranch. “They will be part of a strong and supportive community that has already 
embraced them, before construction had even begun on their new home.” 
 
PulteGroup awarded this home in partnership with Building Homes for Heroes®, a national non-profit 

organization devoted to bringing renewed hope and service to injured veterans. The Company’s Built to 

Honor program was launched in 2013 to recognize and thank returning military personnel who have 

been injured during their term of service by providing them with mortgage-free homes. Over the past 10 

years, PulteGroup has delivered 76 new-construction homes to veterans nationwide.  

 
U.S. Army Sergeant First Class Lucio Gaytan 
Army Sergeant First Class Lucio Gaytan joined the military in 1996 and served for more than two 

decades. While training for a deployment to Afghanistan in 2005, he was injured during a parachute 

jump and sustained injuries to his neck and spine from a severe landing fall. Despite his injuries, he 

completed his deployment overseas and continued to serve until he was physically unable. After being 

transferred to the Warrior Transition Battalion, he medically retired in 2018.  

For his service to his country, SFC Gaytan has been awarded several military honors, including the 

Bronze Star Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal w/ 4 Campaign Stars, Defense Meritorious Service 

Medal, National Defense Service Medal, and the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. 

https://builttohonor.org/
https://www.pulte.com/homes/florida/sarasota/lakewood-ranch/sapphire-point-at-lakewood-ranch-210490
https://www.buildinghomesforheroes.org/


SFC Gaytan has undergone many medical procedures to help with his injuries, but still suffers from 

chronic pain and a traumatic brain injury (TBI), hearing loss and tinnitus. Despite his injuries, SFC Gaytan 

is a participant in adaptive sports, such as wheelchair basketball, wheelchair football, and has even 

taken part in the Department of Defense (DoD) Warrior Games for Team SOCOM. 

 

About Built to Honor® 
For the last decade, PulteGroup’s Built to Honor® program has recognized and thanked returning military 
personnel who have been injured during their term of service by providing mortgage-free homes to 
veterans and their families. Launched in 2013, the program has built and donated 76 homes, gifting more 
than $35 million in value, across the country. Built to Honor works in partnership with nonprofit 
organizations to identify veteran candidates. For more information about Built to Honor, go to 
builttohonor.org. Follow Built to Honor on Twitter: @BuiltToHonor and Facebook.com/BuiltToHonor. 
 
 
About PulteGroup 
PulteGroup, Inc. (NYSE: PHM), based in Atlanta, Georgia, is one of America’s largest homebuilding 

companies with operations in more than 40 markets throughout the country. Through its brand 

portfolio that includes Centex, Pulte Homes, Del Webb, DiVosta Homes, American West and John 

Wieland Homes and Neighborhoods, the company is one of the industry’s most versatile homebuilders 

able to meet the needs of multiple buyer groups and respond to changing consumer demand. 

PulteGroup’s purpose is building incredible places where people can live their dreams. 

 
For more information about PulteGroup, Inc. and PulteGroup brands, go to pultegroup.com; pulte.com; 

centex.com; delwebb.com; divosta.com; jwhomes.com; and americanwesthomes.com.  Follow 

PulteGroup, Inc. on Twitter: @PulteGroupNews. 
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