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Ecolab Receives First EPA Approval for Bio�lm
Disinfection in Drains
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ST. PAUL, Minn.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Ecolab Inc., the global leader in water, hygiene and infection prevention

solutions and services, is the �rst to receive EPA product approval for disinfection of bio�lms  in wastewater drains

for its Virasept™ product – an important part of a comprehensive environmental hygiene program designed to help

e�ectively combat bacterial growth in hospitals.

Virasept (EPA Reg. No. 1677-226) is a patented, peracid mixture, ready-to-use cleaner, deodorizer and hospital

disinfectant.

“E�ective drain bio�lm disinfection reduces the risk of environmental transmission of pathogens found in bio�lms,”

explains Linda Homan, RN, BSN, CIC, and senior manager of Clinical A�airs for Ecolab Healthcare. “We are excited

about this �rst-to-market foaming application solution and believe it will be unique for some time.”

Because they are wet, drains are a high-risk environment for bio�lm growth and a vector for hospital-associated

infections , and recently published studies have identi�ed sink drains as potentially important reservoirs for

antibiotic-resistant organisms.  Other published clinical studies have shown that foaming is a more e�ective way

to apply product to drains compared to liquids as it ensures contact time compliance.

Bringing decades of expertise in infection prevention, the Ecolab team worked together with the EPA to re�ne the

test methods required to show foaming e�cacy against these pathogens in drain bio�lms.

In addition to this foaming application for drain bio�lms, Virasept has broad claims on more than 30 organisms of

concern including C. di�, TB, and norovirus.  It is included on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) List N:

Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2.  As part of this submission, Virasept also received EPA approval for
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claims against C. auris, Legionella pneumophila, and Listeria monocytogenes, further enhancing its applications.

For more information about Virasept and Ecolab’s line of Healthcare cleaners and disinfection programs, products,

equipment and services, please visit:

www.ecolab.com/solutions/cleaners-and-disinfectants-for-hospitals

About Ecolab 

 A trusted partner at nearly three million commercial customer locations, Ecolab (NYSE:ECL) is the global leader in

water, hygiene and infection prevention solutions and services. With annual sales of $13 billion and more than

45,000 associates, Ecolab delivers comprehensive solutions, data-driven insights and personalized service to

advance food safety, maintain clean and safe environments, optimize water and energy use, and improve

operational e�ciencies and sustainability for customers in the food, healthcare, hospitality and industrial markets

in more than 170 countries around the world. www.ecolab.com

Follow us on Twitter @ecolab, Facebook at facebook.com/ecolab, LinkedIn at Ecolab or Instagram at Ecolab Inc.

(ECL-P)

 E�cacy studies for disinfection of Staphylococcus aureus and Pseudomonas aeruginosa bio�lms were submitted

to the EPA to achieve this claim 
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https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecolab.com%2Fsolutions%2Fcleaners-and-disinfectants-for-hospitals&esheet=52332355&newsitemid=20201119005767&lan=en-US&anchor=www.ecolab.com%2Fsolutions%2Fcleaners-and-disinfectants-for-hospitals&index=1&md5=9618d7bb0038e4fd7800d383ce066f9b
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https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2F%40ecolab&esheet=52332355&newsitemid=20201119005767&lan=en-US&anchor=%40ecolab&index=3&md5=ecb34902f9a95d2e0961f12747823163
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 Claims valid when used in accordance with directions for use on hard, non-porous surfaces 
 

 Virasept meets criteria for claims against emerging viral pathogens and therefore can be used against COVID-19

when used in accordance with the directions for use against the listed supporting virus on hard, non-porous

surfaces.

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201119005767/en/
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